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Summary

The masked edit box is a control in the IssueNet forms designer which allows you to specify the format required for data
entered by users. The masked edit box is useful in a wide variety of scenarios where it is necessary to collect data in a
specific format while also making proper data entry easier for users. Common uses of the masked edit box include form
elements for: phone numbers, I.P. addresses, product versions, and serial numbers.

Adding a Masked Edit Control to a Form

The process for adding a masked edit control is very similar to adding a standard text box. The first step is to open the
IssueNet Architect and open the form to which you want to add the masked edit box. Once the form is open select

the MaskedEditBox control in the Form Toolbox pane and then click on the area of the form where the control will be located
and then drag the control to the proper dimensions. Once the control is located on the form click on the control and set

the MemberName property in the FormProperties pane to bind the control to the class property it will represent on the form,
and set any other layout options and control properties you desire.

Once you have added the control to the form, you can then set the Mask property of the control. The mask property is a set
of mask characters which specifies the required format of the data entered into the control. You will choose the type, number,
and order of mask characters you enter in the box based on the format you want to require. In this tech tip we will review
several common mask examples. However, before reviewing specific examples it is best to become familiar with the
different mask characters and their functions. The following table lists the mask characters supported by the IssueNet
masked edit control. These mask characters are similar to characters used by other masked edit controls.

|Mask Character |Function and Description [Example
| #or9 |AAAA |A mask of "#H#HHH#HHH#" allows an entry of "1234567890".

? Letter placeholder. This placeholder will only accept A mask of "???7???????" allows an entry of "AbCdEfGhIJ".
alphabetic characters.
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&orC Character placeholder. Valid values for this placeholder are |A mask of "&&&&&&&&&&" allows an entry of "abc123!#()".
ANSI characters in the following ranges 32-116 and 128-
255.
Aora Alphanumeric placeholder. This placeholder will accept A mask of "AAAAAAAAAA" allows an entry of "abcde12345".
letters and numbers, but not non-alphanumeric characters
such as "I"
| > |Converts all of the characters that follow to uppercase. |A mask of ">&&&&&&&&&&" converts an entry of "abc123!#()" to"ABC123!#()".
| < |Converts all of the characters that follow to lowercase. |A mask of "<&&&&&&&&&&" converts an entry of "ABC123!#()" to"abc123!#()".
\ Causes the next character to be treated as a literal. This A mask of "W#" formats the mask with the character "#" a literal.
character allows you escape a mask character to use as a
literal.
Literals All other characters entered in the mask are treated as A mask containing "(###)" will display as "()"
literal characters.

In addition to the mask, the masked edit box also has a Clip Mode property which allows you to specify whether literal values
are included in the data the control passes to the class property. The two clip mode settings are IncludelLiterals

and ExcludeLiterals. The default setting is include literals. With literals included a phone mumber typed into a mask specified
as (###) #H-#H#H will be persisted in the database as, for example, (555) 555-5555. With literals excluded the same mask
will persist the same number as 5555555555. The exclude literals option is useful when you want to use the literals to suggest
the proper data entry format to the user, but want to discard the formatting when saving the data.

Examples

The following are some specific examples of the use of the masked edit box. Using these and similar formats you can
greatly simplify the capture of a wide variety of a data formats.

|Desired Format |Mask |Samp|e Entry
|Automotive VIN number uppercased |>AAAAAA##AAAAA#### |JH4NA1157MT001832
|1o digit phone number |(###) - |(555) 555-5555

[I.P. Address [petet peiet ettt ittt |192.168.1.1

|Product serial number lowercased |<aaaa-aaaaaaaa-#### |vise-a|aaa3nb-0001

Additional Resources

Modifying IssueNet Forms
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